WHAT IS RYLA?
RYLA stands for the ROTARY YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD.

RYLA is a program for youth leaders. It is about recognizing excellence in youth leadership.  Recognition is given to young men and women who are high school juniors and have demonstrated leadership ideals by example, or have shown a potential for leadership, in their schools and or communities.  Participants do not have to be star athletes, student body leaders or straight-A students.
The "Award" is an exciting, all-expense paid participation at a weekend Conference held in an outdoors setting, away from the pressures and distractions of daily life.  The Conference consists of motivational speakers, team discussions, interactive workshops, hands-on cooperative exercises and experiential activities designed to develop leadership skills.
RYLA provides an atmosphere fostering personal and interpersonal development.  It gives opportunities for a meaningful exchange of ideas between peers and between generations.  It offers an incentive to improve leadership abilities in order to build better schools, communities, country and a better tomorrow. The program emphasizes the positive contribution of youth involvement and service in the community and in the world.
RYLA is an activity of Rotary International and fulfills the slogan adopted in 1949 – “Every Rotarian an Example to Youth".  According to Rotary International, RYLA aims to:

· Demonstrate Rotary's respect and concern for youth;
· Provide an effective training experience for selected youth 
· Encourage leadership of youth by youth;
· Publicly recognize young people who are rendering service to their communities.

Participants will be divided into teams to provide a more intimate learning and sharing experience.  Teams will interact with a variety of outstanding individuals, who are leaders and motivators in such fields as civics, sports, and business, and conduct activities designed to develop leadership skills and personal development.  Participants are also exposed to the other youth programs that Rotary has to offer, such as Interact, Rotaract, Youth Exchange and Ambassadorial Scholarships.
RYLA is exciting and fun. The participants work hard and are kept busy but they also play hard, too. Physically and mentally exhausted when they return home, they wish that it would never end.  RYLA is different from most leadership camps, such as Boys and Girls State, Camp Enterprise and HOBY (Hugh O'Brien Youth), in that it is designed to inspire and promote individual leadership values and issues, rather than specialize in a particular form of leadership, an economic system or the promotion of personal development in a risk-adverse environment. It does not replace these concepts; rather, it enhances their principles.

